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(57) ABSTRACT

Example devices and methods of MRI scanning are dis-
closed herein. In an example, an MRI scanning system may
include a structure defining a bore within which a subject is
to be positioned for scanning. The system may also include
a magnet to generate a primary magnetic field within the
bore parallel to a longitudinal axis of the bore, and a
helical-antenna radio-frequency (RF) coil oriented along the
longitudinal axis to surround the subject. In addition, the
system may include an RF signal generator to drive the
helical-antenna RF coil to generate a circularly polarized
(CP) RF magnetic field perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis, as well as an RF detector to detect a response signal
generated by tissues of the subject in response to the CP RF

(Continued)

EXCITATION

PORT
"M

BACK PLATE
130

/
EXCITATION
PORT
112

EXCITATION
PORT
113

SUBJECT-LOADED
HELICAL-ANTENNA RF COIL

SUBJECT
.. (PATIENT)
150



US 10,473,736 B2
Page 2

magnetic field. Also included may be a computing system to
create an image of the tissues of the subject based on the
detected response signal.
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SUBJECT-LOADED HELICAL-ANTENNA
RADIO-FREQUENCY COIL FOR MAGNETIC
RESONANCE IMAGING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of priority to U.S.
Provisional Application No. 62/074,777, filed Nov. 4, 2014,
and titled “Method and Apparatus for Generation of Trav-
eling Waves in High-Field and Ultra-High-Field MRI Sys-
tems Using Bore-Extended, Subject-Loaded Helical Anten-
nas,” which is hereby incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH

This invention was made with government support under
Grant No. ECCS1307863 awarded by the National Science
Foundation. The government has certain rights in the inven-
tion.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to medical apparatus and
methods. More specifically, the present invention relates to
high-field and ultra-high-field magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) systems employing a helical-antenna radio-frequency
(RF) coil.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

MRI scanners have long facilitated non-invasive, high-
resolution imaging of internal structures of the human body
based on the principle of nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR). Generally speaking, under that principle, atomic
nuclei of tissue to be imaged absorb and reemit applied
radio-frequency (RF) radiation based on the resonant radian
frequency (labeled the Larmor frequency, ;) with which the
quantum spin of the nuclei precesses in an external polar-
izing, static magnetic field (referred to as B,). B, is typically
generated via a main coil, often referred to as the “magnet,”
and is further altered by way of one or more gradient coils
that vary the magnitude of the static magnetic field B,, and
thus the resonant frequency f,,, in space and time to allow for
selective excitation of tissue. Generally, the static magnetic
field B, is aligned along the longitudinal axis of the bore of
the MRI scanner into which subjects to be scanned, such as
human patients, are placed.

To facilitate the actual scanning, an RF excitation coil
may be used to apply an RF excitation magnetic field B,
orthogonally to the static magnetic field B, periodically,
resulting in a realignment of the spins of the atomic nuclei.
After each excitation, a relaxation of the realignment results
in an echo RF signal being emitted by the nuclei, which is
then captured by the scanner to generate the image of the
tissue. Depending on the particular MRI scanner, the echo
RF signal may be received by the excitation coil, or by a
separate RF detector coil or other receiver structure.

In many high-field (e.g., B,=3 Tesla (T)) MRI scanners,
a “birdcage” RF coil, typically formed by two circular
metallic loops (“end rings™) at opposing ends of, and trans-
verse to, the MRI scanner bore, and interconnected by an
even number of longitudinal straight metallic segments
(“legs™), is used to generate the excitation field B,. Typi-
cally, lumped capacitors are located along the rings between
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each pair of legs to tune the structure to render a near-
homogeneous distribution for the excitation field B,. This
structure is often driven by two excitation ports located
along one ring in time-phase quadrature (90 degrees out of
phase with respect to each other), resulting in the generation
of a circularly polarized (CP), and more specifically a
right-hand circularly polarized (RCP), excitation field B, * in
the near-field of the coil that helps maximize coupling
between the excitation field and the tissue nuclei spins,
resulting in a higher-resolution scan.

Generally, the higher the static magnetic field B, that is
employed, the more sensitive the MRI scanner is in detect-
ing tissue differences, especially tissues located deep within
a patient. However, since the Larmor frequency f, is pro-
portional to the magnitude of the static magnetic field B, the
use of ultra-high-field (e.g., B,=7 T) MRI scanners results in
a significant shortening of the RF wavelengths employed.
Consequently, the use of quasi-static, near-field RF coils,
such as the one described above, tend to become limited to
smaller, body-part MRI scanners, as opposed to whole-body
MRI scanners, as the magnitude of the static field B,
increases due to the resulting reduction in size of the near
field.

To compensate for the near-field reduction, MRI scanner
technology has been developed that employs RF excitation
using far-field antennas generating traveling waves (TW)
within the MRI scanner bore. Examples of such RF excita-
tion far-field antennas include, for example, axially-placed
double-loop coils, dipole arrays, and axially-placed helical
antennas located some distance from the patient. Such
technology, however, has typically resulted in a number of
issues, such as a high specific absorption rate (SAR) in
tissues located near the antenna, resulting in unwanted
heating of those tissues, as well as rapid attenuation of the
excitation field and the resulting echo response as distance
from the antenna increases.

With the above concepts in mind, as well as others not
explicitly discussed herein, various embodiments of systems
and methods employing a subject-loaded helical-antenna RF
coil are disclosed herein.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
scanning system may include a structure defining a bore
within which a subject is to be positioned for scanning, in
which the bore defines a longitudinal axis. The system may
also include a magnet to generate a primary magnetic field
within the bore parallel to the longitudinal axis, as well as a
helical-antenna RF coil oriented along the longitudinal axis
to at least partially surround the subject when the subject is
positioned within the bore for scanning. The system may
further include an RF signal generator to drive the helical-
antenna RF coil to generate a CP RF magnetic field perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis, and an RF detector to detect
a response signal generated by tissues of the subject in
response to the CP RF magnetic field. A computing system
may be used to create an image of the tissues of the subject
based on the detected response signal.

In another embodiment, a method of MRI scanning may
include driving a magnet coil to create a primary magnetic
field within a bore of an MRI scanning system along a
longitudinal axis of the bore, and driving a helical-antenna
RF coil oriented along the bore with an RF signal to generate
a CP RF magnetic field perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis. Also in the method, a response signal generated by
tissues of a subject at least partially positioned in a volume
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defined by the helical-antenna RF coil may be detected in
response to the CP RF magnetic field. An image of the
tissues of the subject may be created based on the detected
response signal.

While multiple embodiments are disclosed, still other
embodiments of the present invention will become apparent
to those skilled in the art from the following detailed
description, which depicts and describes illustrative embodi-
ments of the invention. As will be realized, the invention is
capable of modifications in various aspects, all without
departing from the scope of the present invention. Accord-
ingly, the drawings and detailed description are to be
regarded as illustrative in nature and not restrictive.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example quadrifilar
(four-channel) subject-loaded helical-antenna RF coil for
use in an MRI scanning system.

FIG. 2 is a timing diagram of example RF excitation
signals, excluding encompassing impulses, for the quadri-
filar helical-antenna RF coil of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a table relating example MRI static magnetic
fields to their corresponding approximate resonant frequen-
cies of a hydrogen nucleus.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example MRI scanning
system employing a subject-loaded helical-antenna RF coil.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example method of MRI
scanning using a subject-loaded helical-antenna RF coil.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an example subject-loaded
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for use in
MRI scanning.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are graphs of expected transverse
excitation magnetic fields along a longitudinal axis of a bore
using the helical-antenna RF coil of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8A is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded monofilar (single-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
for use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 8B is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded bifilar (dual-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for use
in MRI scanning.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an example subject-loaded
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for use in
MRI scanning.

FIG. 9A is a graph of simulated transverse excitation
magnetic fields along a longitudinal axis of a bore using the
helical-antenna RF coil of FIG. 9 compared to experimental
results for a “birdcage” RF coil.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil,
employed in conjunction with a hollow back plate, for use
in MRI scanning.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an example subject
outfitted with a dielectric collar for use with the quadrifilar
helical-antenna RF coil of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for
use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 12A is a side view of the example quadrifilar
helical-antenna RF coil of FIG. 12 employing impedance
matching plates.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for
use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded octafilar (eight-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for
use in MRI scanning.
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FIG. 15A is a side view of an example subject-loaded
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil of varying
diameter for use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 15B is a side view of an example subject-loaded
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil of varying
pitch for use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of an example multifilar
(multi-channel) helical-antenna RF coil without a back plate
and with oppositely-oriented helices for use in MRI scan-
ning.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an example quadrifilar
(four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil employing a hollow
back plate for use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 18 is a side view of an example center-fed helical-
antenna RF coil for use in MRI scanning.

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of an example flexible
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for use in
MRI scanning.

FIG. 20 is a perspective view of an example wearable
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil for use in
MRI scanning.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram of an example computing
system for use in various MRI scanning systems disclosed
herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description relates to example
MRI scanning systems that employ a subject-loaded helical
antenna as an RF excitation coil. Use of such a system, in
which the subject (e.g., a patient to be scanned) is at least
partially surrounded by the helical-antenna RF coil, may
cause the tissues of the patient to be exposed to a transverse
magnetic field caused by an RF excitation signal generated
using the helical-antenna RF coil.

As a result of at least some of the embodiments discussed
in greater detail below, the generated transverse magnetic
field, which is circularly polarized, may be highly uniform
along the longitudinal axis defined by the helical-antenna RF
coil to facilitate accurate imaging and high signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR) while maintaining the amount of energy
absorbed by the subject within acceptable limits. Other
aspects and potential advantages of the embodiments dis-
closed herein are also presented below.

In general, helical antennas are employed in technology
areas such as communications in axial mode to produce a
traveling-wave (TW) circularly-polarized (CP) field along
its longitudinal axis to provide efficient signal transmission
over long distances (e.g., in free space, far from the
antenna). However, according to various examples dis-
cussed hereafter, a helical antenna may also be employed to
provide satisfactory CP RF excitation signal penetration into
the tissues of a patient in an ultra-high field (e.g., B,=7 T)
MRI scanner when the patient is located within the volume
defined by the helical antenna (e.g., in the near-field of the
antenna).

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example subject-loaded
helical-antenna RF coil 100 for use in a bore 120 of an MRI
scanning system. In this example, the helical-antenna RF
coil 100 is a quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF
coil that includes four interleaved helices 101, 102, 103, and
104 oriented in a clockwise (right-hand) rotation when
viewed from the left end of the helices 101-104 as shown in
FIG. 1. In other examples, the helical-antenna RF coil 100
may include different numbers of helices in a variety of
configurations, some of which are described in greater detail
below. As shown, a longitudinal axis of the helical-antenna
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RF coil 100 is oriented parallel to, and may be substantially
aligned with, a central longitudinal axis of a bore 120 of the
MRI scanner.

In the particular example of FIG. 1, each helix 101-104
may be coupled to a conductive back plate 130 by way of an
excitation port 111, 112, 113, and 114, respectively. More-
over, each excitation port 111-114 is located along back plate
130 one-quarter revolution, or 90 degrees, from both its
preceding port and following port 111-114. In one example,
each of the excitation ports 111-114 may be a BNC (Bayonet
Neill-Concelman) connector that is fed an RF signal via a
coaxial cable, although other types of transmission and
connection components may be used in other embodiments.
An RF excitation signal may be applied to each excitation
port 111-114 such that the helical-antenna RF coil 100
generates a CP magnetic field within the volume defined by
the helical-antenna RF coil 100 that is useful for ultra-high
field MRI scanning of a subject (e.g., patient) 150. Other
configurations by which each of the helices 101-104 is
driven by an RF signal may be utilized in other examples. In
one example, each helix 101-104 may be driven by an
independent RF channel, thus facilitating parallel imaging,
spatial encoding, imaging acceleration, and the like.

FIG. 2 is a timing diagram of example RF excitation
signals 211-214 for the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil
100 of FIG. 1. Each of the RF excitation signals 211-214 is
provided to a corresponding excitation port 111-114, respec-
tively, as mentioned above. In this embodiment, the RF
excitation signals 211-214 are sinusoidal voltages presented
in quadrature, in which each of the RF excitation signals is
90 degrees out of phase from adjacent signals. For example,
using complex rectangular coordinate notation, the first
excitation signal 211 is V+j0, the second excitation signal
212 is 04V, the third excitation signal 213 is —V+j0, and the
fourth excitation signal 214 is 0-jV, in which V is the
magnitude of each excitation signal 211-214, and j is the
imaginary unit (i.e., \/—_l). However, time-varying voltages
other than sinusoidal voltages may be employed for the RF
excitation signals 211-214 in other embodiments. Generally,
the RF excitation signals 211-214 are pulsed, in which a
number of cycles of the RF excitation signals 211-214 drive
the helices 101-104, and then terminated briefly so that the
RF response signal from the tissues of the subject 150 may
be detected. Accordingly, given the arrangement of the
excitation ports 111-114 in conjunction with the quadrature
excitation signals 211-214, the helical-antenna RF coil 100
produces a CP (e.g., a right-hand circularly-polarized
(RCP)) excitation magnetic field B,. In other examples,
quadrifilar helices with one-turn circumferences shorter than
a wavelength (e.g., in bores at B,<7 T) may operate in
“normal mode,” but may still produce a CP B, field within
the volume defined by the helices 101-104 (e.g., in the near
field) due to quadrature excitation.

Other multifilar, multi-channel helices may be operated at
ultra-high By fields in a similar manner. In one embodiment,
a helical-antenna RF coil may have N coaxially-wound
interleaved helices, with each helix being driven by a
corresponding voltage having a relative phase offset of
360/N degrees from the voltages of adjacent helices. Thus,
for example, a helical-antenna RF coil having six helices
may be associated with driving voltages having correspond-
ing phase offsets of 0, 60, 120, 180, 240, and 300 degrees.

In an example, the frequency of the excitation signals
211-214 is the Larmor frequency fj, related to the strength of
the primary magnetic field B, so that the tissues of the
subject 150 will emit a detectable RF signal in response.
FIG. 3 is a table relating example MRI static magnetic fields
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B, to their corresponding approximate resonance (Larmor)
frequencies f, for a single proton (e.g., a hydrogen nucleus).
As is shown in the table, higher primary magnetic fields B,
are associated with linearly higher Larmor frequencies f,,
rendering use of most near-field, and many far-field, exci-
tation techniques problematic due to the associated short-
ening of the wavelengths involved, as mentioned above.
Nuclei of other elements aside from hydrogen may also be
considered for imaging in other embodiments.

In various simulations and tests involving the example
helical excitation antennas disclosed herein, such as the
helical-antenna RF coil 100 of FIG. 1 and others presented
below, a number of potential benefits have been noted. For
example, nearly ideal circular polarization for the right-hand
transverse components (e.g., normal to the longitudinal axis
z of the antenna 100 and bore 120, as well as normal to the
primary field B,) of the excitation field B, (termed B,*) may
be achieved along the longitudinal axis of the antenna 100
and bore 120, and significant circular polarization may be
maintained in other areas within the subject 150. In some
examples, a low (e.g., close to unity) value for the axial ratio
(AR), which is the ratio of the major and minor axes of the
polarization ellipse of the transverse field B, indicates a
dominant RCP component B,* over a left-hand CP (LCP)
component, B,~, resulting in a high signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) with the use of a excitation field B, of modest power.

Also, the helical-antenna RF coil 100 may provide high
spatial uniformity of the transverse excitation field B, field
along the longitudinal (z) axis of the bore 120, as well as
elsewhere within the subject 150, resulting in a correspond-
ing increase in MRI image quality. Further, a strong cou-
pling of the transverse magnetic field B, with the subject
150, as well as strong field penetration throughout the entire
subject 150, may be attainable to facilitate better MRI image
quality. In addition, use of the helical-antenna RF coil 100
and various embodiments may result in a low local specific
absorption rate (SAR) at each point in the subject 150 within
the near field of the helical-antenna RF coil 100, likely
resulting in enhanced safety for the subject 150.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example MRI scanning
system 400 employing a helical-antenna RF coil, such as the
helical-antenna RF coil 100 of FIG. 1. In one example, the
MRI scanning system 400 includes a magnet coil 404, one
or more gradient coils 406, and a helical-antenna RF coil
408 (e.g., the helical-antenna RF coil 100 of FIG. 1) (shown
in pseudo-cross section in FIG. 4 to orient the reader)
located within a magnetic shield 401 to prevent the field
generated by the magnet coil 404 from interfering with
equipment external to the MRI scanning system 400. In
addition, the room within which the MRI scanning system
400 may employ RF shielding to prevent distortion of the
MRI images being generated. Also included within the bore
(not explicitly illustrated in FIG. 4) of the MRI scanning
system 400 may be a motorized subject table 402 upon
which a patient or other subject 150 may be placed to locate
the subject 150 within the bore 120 under the control of a
computing device 410.

The magnet coil 404 may provide the primary magnetic
field B, within the bore 120 and aligned parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the bore 120 (e.g., in the z-direction).
The one or more gradient coils 406 may be oriented to apply
a gradient to the primary magnetic field B, in the z-direction
so that only a single virtual axial “slice” of the subject 150
being scanned is responsive to the transverse excitation field
B, associated with a particular resonant frequency. In some
examples, one or more shim coils may also be employed in
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the MRI scanning system 400 to alleviate inhomogeneities
in the primary magnetic field B, generated by the magnet
coil 404.

Also, one or more of the gradient coils 406 may be
employed to create gradients in the x-direction and y-direc-
tion (e.g., transverse to the z-direction) of the primary
magnetic field B, so that a small portion of the selected axial
slice of the subject 150 may generate a relaxation response
to the transverse excitation field B, generated by a particular
RF excitation signal frequency. The computing device 410
may program or control a gradient pulse programmer 412 to
generate pulsed signals that are subsequently amplified by a
gradient amplifier 414 and used to drive the gradient coils
406 to alter the primary magnetic field B, as described
above. In addition, an insert gradient coil (not illustrated in
FIG. 4), sometimes installed within the bore 120 to enhance
the performance of the MRI scanning system 400, may be
employed in conjunction with the helical-antenna RF coil
408.

The helical-antenna RF coil 408, such as the helical-
antenna RF coil 100 of FIG. 1 and other examples discussed
below, generates the RF signal and associated transverse
magnetic field B, employed to excite the subject 150 tissue
for imaging purposes. To that end, the computing system
410 may control an RF source 416 that may generate one or
more RF excitation voltages, as well as an RF pulse pro-
grammer 418 that produces pulses of the RF excitation
voltages received from the RF source 416. The resulting RF
pulse signals may then be amplified by way of an RF
amplifier 420 and forwarded to the helical-antenna RF coil
408. Using the helical-antenna RF coil 100 of FIG. 1 as an
example, the amplified RF pulse signals may be the pulsed
RF excitation signals 211-214 described above in relation to
FIG. 2 that are presented by way of the excitation ports
111-114 of the respective helices 101-104 of the helical-
antenna RF coil 100.

The MRI scanning system 400 also includes an RF
detector 422 configured to detect RF response signals gen-
erated by tissues of the subject 150 in response to the
transverse magnetic field B, as discussed earlier. As shown
in FIG. 4, the RF detector receives the response signals from
the helical-antenna RF coil 408; however, in other examples,
a separate detection coil may be used for such a purpose. A
digitizer 424 may digitize the RF signals detected at the RF
detector 422 and provide the digitized signals to the com-
puting device 410. In turn, the computing device 410 may
employ the magnitude and other characteristics of the digi-
tized signals to generate images of the tissues of the subject
150, which may be presented by way of a display 430, as
well as be stored in a data storage device or system (not
explicitly depicted in FIG. 4).

In various embodiments of the MRI scanning system 400,
the computing device 410 may include one or more proces-
sors that execute instructions that cause the computing
device 410 to perform its various functions, as described
above. An example of the computing device 410 is discussed
below in conjunction with FIG. 21.

The MRI scanning system 400 represents just one par-
ticular example of an MRI/NMR system in which a helical-
antenna RF coil may be employed, as many other types of
scanning systems may use such a coil in various embodi-
ments.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example method 500 of
MRI scanning using a subject-loaded helical-antenna RF
coil, such as the helical-antenna RF coil 100 of FIG. 1, as
well as other helical-antenna RF coils disclosed herein,
employed within an MRI scanning system, such as the MRI
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scanning system 400 of FIG. 4. In the method 500, a magnet
coil (e.g., magnet coil 404) may be driven to create a primary
magnetic field along a bore of an MRI scanner (e.g., MRI
scanning system 400) (operation 502). A helical-antenna RF
coil (e.g., helical-antenna RF coil 100) oriented along the
bore of the MRI scanner may be driven using an RF signal
to generate a CP RF magnetic field perpendicular to the
primary magnetic field (operation 504). A response signal
generated by tissue of a subject located in a volume defined
by the helical-antenna RF coil may be detected in response
to the CP RF magnetic field (operation 506). An image of the
tissue of the subject based on the detected response signal
may be created (operation 508).

While the operations 502 through 508 are shown as being
performed in a particular order, other orders for performing
the operations 502 through 508 are also possible. For
example, each of the operations 502 through 508 may be
performed repeatedly for each portion of tissue of the
subject being imaged. Moreover, execution of one or more
of the operations 502 through 508 may be performed in a
pipelined, overlapped, or otherwise concurrent or parallel
manner. Other orders of performance of the operations 502
through 508 may also be possible.

FIGS. 6, 8A-B, and 9 depict example simulated combi-
nations of helical-antenna RF coils and idealized subjects
called “phantoms”. Generally, a phantom is an object
designed to react in a fashion similar to that of human or
other animal tissue, but in a more consistent and predicable
manner for evaluation and analysis of imaging devices, such
as MRI scanners. Specifically in the examples of FIGS. 6,
8A-B, and 9, simulations were performed using a higher-
order full-wave computational electromagnetics (CEM)
technique based on the method of moments (MoM) in the
surface integral equation (SIE) formulation. In this tech-
nique, all material (e.g., metallic and dielectric) surfaces in
the structure were modeled using generalized parametric
quadrilateral patches and all metallic wires were modeled by
means of straight wire segments. Further, electric and mag-
netic equivalent surface currents over elements (e.g., quad-
rilateral patches and wire segments) were modeled by poly-
nomial vector basis functions, and SIEs based on boundary
conditions for electric and magnetic field vectors were
solved employing the Galerkin method. In addition, the
results obtained by the higher-order MoM-SIE technique
were verified and validated by comparison with results using
two commercial full-wave CEM codes: a MoM code,
WIPL-D by the company of the same name; and a finite
element method (FEM) code, HFSS by ANSYS®.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an example subject-loaded
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil 600 for
use in an MRI scanning system (e.g., the MRI scanning
system 400 of FIG. 4). Similar to the helical-antenna RF coil
100 of FIG. 1, the helical-antenna RF coil 600 is sized and
oriented along a z-axis to fill the majority of a similarly-
oriented bore 120 of the MRI scanner. The helical-antenna
RF coil 600 includes four interleaved, coaxially-wound
helices 101-104 (of which only helices 103 and 104 are
specifically indicated in FIG. 4), each of which is driven by
a corresponding excitation port 111-114 (of which only
excitation ports 111 and 112 are explicitly indicated in FIG.
4) located between each helix 101-104 and a conductive
back plate 130 serving as a ground plane. As in FIGS. 1 and
2, each excitation port 111-114 is driven using a correspond-
ing sinusoidal voltage in quadrature with respect to the
sinusoidal voltages driving the other excitation ports 111-
114.
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In reference to FIG. 6, the helical-antenna RF coil 600
was simulated using a bore diameter Dz=60 cm and a bore
length ;=200 cm. A phantom 650 within the helical-
antenna RF coil 600 was simulated in the form of a cylinder
filled with saline water of relative permittivity &,=81, con-
ductivity 0=0.6 Siemens/meter (S/m), and relative perme-
ability p, =1, with a phantom diameter D,=15 cm and a
phantom length L,=100 cm. The phantom 650 was also
terminated at each end with paraboloidal buffers 652 of
buffer length [._=28 cm and also filled with saline water. The
back plate 130 was simulated with a diameter Dz,=60 cm,
and the magnitude of the RF excitation signals was V=14 V.
The helical-antenna RF coil 600 was simulated with a wire
diameter d =1 cm and a helix length equal to the bore length
Lz=200 cm. The helical-antenna RF coil 600 also was
simulated with a helix diameter D, and a pitch P that were
set depending on the strength of the particular primary
magnetic field B, imposed.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are graphs of expected components of
the transverse excitation magnetic field B, (e.g., the RCP
component magnitude |IB,;*| and the LCP component mag-
nitude IB,~1) along the length of the phantom 650 located at
the central longitudinal axis of the bore 120 within which the
helical-antenna RF coil 600 of FIG. 6 resided. With refer-
ence to FIG. 7A, a primary magnetic field B,=3 T and a
corresponding Larmor frequency f,=127.8 MHz was
employed in one simulation, along with a helix diameter
D,=50 cm and a pitch P=12.8 cm. As seen in FIG. 7A, the
magnitude of the LCP component IB, | was essentially zero
along the entire length of the phantom 650, resulting in an
axial ratio AR=1 and a nearly perfectly-RCP B, " field along
the z-axis. The magnitude of the RCP component IB,*| was
simulated to be quite uniform along the z-axis within the
phantom 650. These same simulation results were also noted
throughout the volume of the phantom 650. Moreover, a
strong coupling of the RCP component of the transverse
magnetic field B, with the phantom 650, as well as a strong
field throughout the phantom 650, were observed via a
calculated distribution of the real part of the z-component of
the Poynting vector, Re{P_}, which represents the energy
flux density of an electromagnetic field in the z-direction.

With reference to FIG. 7B, a primary magnetic field B,=7
T and a corresponding Larmor frequency f,=300 MHz was
employed in another simulation, along with a helix diameter
D;=31 cm and a pitch P=10.67 cm. As depicted in FIG. 7B,
the magnitude of the LCP component IB,”| was again
essentially zero along the entire length of the phantom 650,
resulting in an axial ratio AR=1 and a near-perfectly RCP
B,* field along the z-axis. The magnitude of the RCP
component |B,*| was simulated to be substantially uniform
along the z-axis within the phantom 650. These same
simulation results were also noted throughout the volume of
the phantom 650. In addition, strong coupling and penetra-
tion of the RCP component of the transverse magnetic field
B, with respect to the phantom 650 were again observed.
Also with respect to this example, the specific absorption
rate (SAR) for the given typical or maximal total input RF
power of the system was simulated to be well below the
allowable prescribed SAR level at each point within the
phantom 650.

FIG. 8A is a perspective view of a simulated example
subject-loaded monofilar (single-channel) helical-antenna
RF coil 800 for use in MRI scanning. In this example, a
circular conductive back plate 130 that is slightly smaller
than the bore 120 and offset 1.8 cm toward the inside of the
bore 120 was used. More specifically in reference to FIG.
8A, the simulation employed a cylindrical phantom 850
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located a distance [.,;=50 cm from the back plate 130 and
having a length [,=100 cm and a diameter D =15 cm, and
with the bore 120 having a diameter D;=60 cm. As with the
example of FIG. 6, the phantom 850 was filled with saline
water of relative permittivity €,=81, conductivity 0=0.6
S/m, and relative permeability p,=1. The back plate 130 was
simulated with a diameter D;,=56 cm, and the incident
power of the RF excitation signals was P,, =1 watt (W). The
helical-antenna RF coil 800 was simulated with a wire
diameter d,,=1 cm, a helix length equal to the bore length
Lz=200 cm, a helix diameter D,=32 cm, and a pitch P=11.5
cm.

Using a primary magnetic field B,=7 T and its associated
Larmor frequency f,=300 MHz, excellent field uniformity
was observed throughout an entire length of the phantom
850, with a substantially higher RCP component IB,~I
compared to a near-zero LCP component IB,7|. In this
example, an even higher magnitude of the RCP component
IB,*I was observed at a first end 852 and a second end 854
of'the phantom 850 due to strong reflections appearing at the
abrupt material discontinuity between the phantom 850 and
the simulated air. Such a phenomenon was not observed in
the example of the helical-antenna RF coil 600 of FIG. 6 due
to the presence of the conical buffers of the phantom 650.
Thus, this behavior may be mitigated by such buffers to
provide impedance matching between the medium of the
phantom 850 and the surrounding air.

FIG. 8B is a perspective view of a simulated example
subject-loaded bifilar (dual-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
801 for use in MRI scanning. The bifilar helical-antenna RF
coil 801 includes a first helix 101 and a second helix 102.
The first helix 101 and the second helix 102 are interleaved
and are configured to be coupled to an RF signal generator
(such as the RF source 416 of FIG. 4) to drive the first helix
101 and the second helix 102 with corresponding time-
varying voltages in counter-phase. The first helix 101 and
the second helix 102 extend about a bore 120 such that,
when a phantom 850, body, or other object is disposed
within the bore 120, the first helix 101 and the second helix
102 at least partially surround the phantom 850. Each of the
first helix 101 and second helix 102 are coupled to a back
plate 130 by excitation ports 111, 112, respectively, such that
the first helix 101 and the second helix 102 may be provided
with RF signals from an RF generator.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a simulated example
subject-loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF
coil 900 for use in MRI scanning. The quadrifilar helical-
antenna RF coil 900 includes four interleaved, coaxially-
wound helices 101-104, each of which is driven via a
corresponding excitation port 111-114, respectively, with
each port 111-114 connected between its helix 101-104 and
a conductive back plate 130, in a manner similar to that of
the helical-antenna RF coil 600 of FIG. 6. Further, each
excitation port 111-114 is located one-quarter rotation of the
back plate 130 from each of two of the remaining ports
111-114, also as depicted in FIG. 6.

The helical-antenna RF coil 900 is loaded with a simu-
lated cylindrical phantom 950 filled with saline water having
the same conductivity, permittivity, and permeability prop-
erties as the phantoms 650 and 850 discussed above. In
addition, a cylindrical buffer 952 of the same diameter and
saline water fill as the phantom 950 was simulated at each
end of the buffer 952 to mitigate abrupt field changes and
wave reflections due to material discontinuities between the
medium and the surrounding air.

In a first simulated example for the helical-antenna RF
coil 900, the primary magnetic field B,=3T, the Larmor
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frequency f,=127.8 MHz, the bore 120 length [.;=200 cm,
the bore 120 diameter Dz=60 cm, the helix diameter D,=50
cm, the helix length [.,=200 cm, the helix pitch P=12.8 cm,
the helix wire radius r,,=0.1 cm, and the back plate 130
diameter Dz =60 cm, with the back plate 130 being located
1.5 cm away from the left end of the bore 120. Also in this
example, the phantom diameter D,=15 cm, as do the diam-
eter of the buffers 952. The length of the phantom 950
L,=100 cm, while the length of each buffer 952 L,=10 cm.
In this example, a near-zero LCP component |B;”| and a
RCP component I1B,*I having exceptionally small variation
within the phantom 950 along the z-axis of the bore 120 was
observed, as was the case with the previous examples
discussed earlier. Also, analysis of the B, and B,* compo-
nents at the coronal/sagittal and axial cross-sections of the
phantom 950 showed an almost perfect spatial uniformity of
the B, ™ component and a near-zero B, component through-
out the phantom.

In another set of simulated examples for the helical-
antenna RF coil 900, several alterations were made regard-
ing the helix diameter Dy, the phantom 950 length L, and
other dimensional parameters involving the helical-antenna
RF coil 900, the bore 120, and the size and position of the
phantom 950. In addition, various types of dielectrics (e.g.,
vegetable oil, saline water, and water) were simulated for the
phantom 950. In general, results from the simulations indi-
cated that the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil 900 pro-
vided field uniformity in the transverse (x and y) direction
comparable to a typical “birdcage” coil design, as mentioned
above, but yielded dramatic improvement in field uniformity
in the longitudinal (z) direction for all types of the phantoms
950 simulated when compared to the birdcage coil. Also,
with respect to these examples, the SARs simulated were
below the allowable prescribed SAR level within the phan-
tom 950.

FIG. 9A is a graph of the simulated RCP component
magnitude 1B, "I of the transverse excitation magnetic field
B, along the length of the phantom 950 located at the central
longitudinal axis of the bore 120 within which the helical-
antenna RF coil 900 of FIG. 9 resided. The helical-antenna
RF coil 900 was simulated with a phantom 950 in the form
of a cylinder filled with saline water of relative permittivity
¢,=78 and conductivity 0=1.67, or water of relative permit-
tivity £,=74, conductivity 0=0, and relative permeability
u,=1, with a phantom diameter D,=15 cm and a phantom
length L,=38 cm. The phantom 950 was also terminated at
each end with cylindrical buffers 952 filled with same
material as the phantom 950. The helix diameter was D,=58
cm and a helix pitch P=12.8 cm was used in this example.
As depicted in FIG. 9A, the magnitude of the RCP compo-
nent |B,*I was simulated and compared with experimental
results for the 16-element quadrature birdcage coil from [M.
Alecci et al., “Radio frequency magnetic field mapping of a
3 T birdcage coil: experimental and theoretical dependence
on sample properties,” Magn. Reson. Med., vol. 46, pp.
379-385, August 2001]. FIG. 9A shows one-dimentional
(1-D) field distributions in the longitudinal direction (coro-
nal/sagittal cross section) along the z-axis (x=y=0). The
results were normalized with respect to B, at the center of
the phantom 950 and given in “arbitrary units” (a.u.). The
helical-antenna RF coil 900 yielded a dramatic improvement
in the field uniformity in the longitudinal direction as
compared to the birdcage coil results.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
1000 similar in design to the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF
coil 900 of FIG. 9, but employed in conjunction with a
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hollow back plate or ring 1002 instead of the solid back plate
130 of FIG. 9. The ring 1002 was simulated with an inner
diameter of 50 cm and an outer diameter of 60 cm, and was
placed within the bore, 1.5 cm away from the bore (not
explicitly shown in FIG. 10). In addition, the simulated
cylindrical phantoms employed above were replaced with a
homogeneous human body phantom 1050 filled with a lossy
dielectric of averaged tissue parameters amounting to a
relative permittivity €,=31 and a conductivity 0=0.31 S/m.
The simulated phantom 1050 also exhibited a length of 184
cm and a maximum width of 52 cm. In one simulation, a
very small LCP field component B, ~ compared to the RCP
component B,*, as well as reasonable spatial uniformity of
the RCP component B,*, were observed along the z-axis
from the top of the “head” to the end of the “torso” of the
simulated phantom 1050, except in the “neck” area at about
20-30 cm from the top of the head. In that particular region,
the simulated maximum B,* variation was 61.5%.

To mitigate the field loss at the neck area, a simulated
dielectric “collar” of the same properties as the human body
phantom 1050 was employed and tested. FIG. 11 is a
perspective view of the phantom 1050 outfitted with a
dielectric collar 1102 for use within the quadrifilar helical-
antenna RF coil 1000 of FIG. 10. Significant reduction in
field variation of the RCP component B,;* from the 61.5%
(noted above) to 22% was observed.

FIGS. 12 through 14 provide perspective views of
example subject-loaded helical-antenna RF coil prototypes
built and subsequently analyzed using an MRI system
testing facility under various conditions. In each example,
each helical-antenna RF coil employed was RCP in orien-
tation, as each of those described above, although an LCP
orientation is possible in other embodiments. Also, the
helical-antenna RF coils prototyped in these examples were
coaxially wound about a large polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
(e.g., the plastic cylinder 1254 of FIG. 12) as a substrate,
although other types of materials may serve as a substrate in
other implementations, while other helical-antenna RF coils
may not require such a substrate.

For example, FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an example
prototyped subject-loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-
antenna RF coil 1200. For analysis, a bore 120 having a
length [.z=3.365 m and diameter Dz=59 cm was employed.
As with some of the examples described above, the quadri-
filar helical-antenna RF coil 1200 included four coaxially-
wound, interleaved helices 101-104, each driven by way of
a corresponding excitation port 111-114 (also labeled P1-P4
in FIG. 12) implemented using a BNC connector connected
between its helix 101-104 and a conductive back plate 130,
and positioned at each one-quarter rotation about the back
plate 130. In this particular embodiment, the overall diam-
eter of the back plate Dz=35 cm.

In one example, one or more of the helices 101-104 was
augmented with an impedance matching plate designed to
match the impedance of the helix 101-104 with the output
impedance of its corresponding excitation port 111-114.
FIG. 12A is a side view of the helical-antenna RF coil 1200
highlighting the use of a matching plate 1261 for helix 101.
In this example, the matching plate 1261 may be copper tape
or a copper strip of varying width that is conductively
connected (e.g., soldered) to the helix 101 from the corre-
sponding excitation port 111 for a quarter-turn of the helix
101 and alongside the helix 101, at which point the matching
plate 1262 for the next helix 102 begins at its excitation port
112. In some embodiments, as shown in FIG. 12A, the
matching plate 1261 is attached along the side of the helix
101 closest to the back plate 130. Use of the matching plates
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for each helix 101-104 facilitated desirable impedance
matching characteristics for the helices 101-104 (e.g., a
return loss better than 10 decibels (dB)), measured in free
space using a network analyzer.

Dimensions for the prototype helical-antenna RF coil
1200 included a helix length [.,=200 cm, a helix diameter
D,=31.75 cm, and a helix wire thickness equal to 2.05 mm
(12 American Wire Gauge (AWG) copper wire), and a pitch
P=10.6 cm. Analysis involved the use of a saline-filled
cylindrical phantom 1250 having a diameter D, =16 cm and
a length I.,=37 cm, without buffers.

Overall, results of the analysis of the prototype quadrifilar
helical-antenna RF coil 1200 driven by excitation voltages
in quadrature, as discussed above, using a primary magnetic
field B,=7 T and a corresponding Larmor frequency f,=300
MHz, were qualitatively very similar to the quadrifilar
helical-antenna RF coil simulations discussed above with
respect to transverse magnetic field component intensity and
uniformity, as well as other aspects.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
1300 prototype, possibly sized for use in partial-body MRI
scanning. As with the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil
1200 of FIG. 12, the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil 1300
included four coaxially-wound, interleaved helices 101-104
and corresponding excitation ports 111-114 (also labeled
P1-P4 in FIG. 12) attached to a back plate 130 in a manner
similar to that discussed above in connection with FIG. 12.
The overall diameter of the back plate Dz=38 cm in each
prototype associated with FIG. 13. Also, one or more of the
helices 101-104 was coupled with a matching plate similar
to the matching plate 1261 of FIG. 12A, thus producing
similar benefits in impedance matching.

One example of the prototype helical-antenna RF coil
1300 was analyzed using a primary magnetic field B,=7 T
and a corresponding Larmor frequency f,=300 MHz.
Dimensions for this example of the prototype helical-an-
tenna RF coil 1300 included a helix length [.,=60 cm, a
helix diameter D,=32 cm, a helix wire width equal to 6 mm,
and a helix wire depth equal to 35 micron (um) (e.g., using
35-um-thick copper tape). Analysis involved the use of a
saline-filled cylindrical phantom 1350 having a diameter
D,=16 cm and a length [,=37 cm, without buffers, placed at
a distance of about 23 cm from the back plate 130 and
centered at the isocenter of the bore 120, with the bore 120
length [.;=3.36 m, and the bore diameter Dz=90 cm. The
prototype quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil 1300 was
driven by RF excitation voltages in quadrature, as indicated
in FIG. 2.

A second example of the prototype helical-antenna RF
coil 1300 was analyzed using a primary magnetic field
B,=10.5 T and a corresponding Larmor frequency f,=450
MHz. Dimensions for the second prototype based on the
quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil 1300 included a helix
length [.,=60 cm and a helix diameter D;=21 cm using the
same 35 um copper tape mentioned above for the helices
101-104. Also, the same saline-filled cylindrical phantom
1350 employed in the first example of FIG. 13 was used for
analysis, again without buffers, and placed approximately 23
cm from the back plate 130 and centered at the isocenter of
the bore 120, with the bore 120 length [z=4.1 m, and the
bore diameter Dz=90 cm. This second example prototype
quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil 1300 was also driven by
RF excitation voltages in quadrature.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an example subject-
loaded octafilar (eight-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
1400 protoype, also sized for use in partial-body MRI
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scanning. The octafilar helical-antenna RF coil 1400
included eight coaxially-wound, interleaved helices 101-108
(of which only helices 101 and 103 are explicitly labeled in
FIG. 14 for simplicity) and corresponding excitation ports
111-118 (of which only excitation ports 111, 112, and 118 are
explicitly labeled in FIG. 14, but are also denoted as P1-P8)
attached to a back plate 130. The back plate 130 in this
example has a diameter D =38 cm. Additionally, an imped-
ance matching plate (e.g., the matching plate 1261 of FIG.
12A) was connected to one or more of the helices 101-108
to provide similar benefits in impedance matching as in the
embodiments of FIGS. 12 and 13. In this example, each
matching plate extended one-eighth of a revolution along its
corresponding helix 101-108 from its associated excitation
port 111-118 up to the circumferential position of the exci-
tation port 111-118 of the next helix 101-108. However,
other configurations for the matching plate for the embodi-
ments of the FIGS. 12 and 13 are also possible.

One example of the prototype helical-antenna RF coil
1400 was analyzed using a primary magnetic field B,=7 T
and an associated Larmor frequency f,=300 MHz. Dimen-
sions for this example of the prototype helical-antenna RF
coil 1400 included a helix length L,=65 cm, a helix diam-
eter D,/~32 cm, and a helix wire width equal to 6 mm, using
the same 35 pum copper tape mentioned above for the helices
101-108. Analysis involved the use of a saline-filled cylin-
drical phantom 1450 having a diameter D,=16 cm and a
length [,=37 cm, without buffers, placed at a distance of
about 23 c¢cm from the back plate 130 and centered at the
isocenter of the bore 120, with the bore 120 length [z=3.36
m, and the bore diameter Dz=90 cm. The prototype octafilar
helical-antenna RF coil 1400 was driven by RF excitation
voltages in octature. In other words, the excitation sinusoidal
voltage for a particular port (e.g., excitation port 113) is
delayed in phase by 45 degrees relative to the previous port
(e.g., excitation port 112). Consequently, in response to the
RF excitation signals, the octafilar helical-antenna RF coil
1400 prototypes generate an RCP transverse magnetic field
B,, similar to those described above.

A second example of the prototype helical-antenna RF
coil 1400 was analyzed using a primary magnetic field
B,=10.5 T and a corresponding Larmor frequency f,=450
MHz. Dimensions for this second prototype based on the
octafilar helical-antenna RF coil 1400 included a helix
length [.,=60 cm and a helix diameter D,=21 cm using the
same 35 pum copper tape mentioned above for the helices
101-108. Also, the same saline-filled cylindrical phantom
1450 employed in the first example of FIG. 14 was used for
analysis, also without buffers, and placed approximately 23
cm from the back plate 130 and centered at the isocenter of
the bore 120, with the bore 120 length [.;=4.1 m, and the
bore diameter Dz=90 cm. This second example prototype
octafilar helical-antenna RF coil 1400 was also driven by RF
excitation voltages in octature.

Analysis of the prototypes for the helical-antenna RF coils
1300 and 1400 of FIGS. 13 and 14 indicates significant
improvements over the prototype helical-antenna RF coil
1200 of FIG. 12, including increased power efficiency and
augmented power delivered to the phantoms 1350 and 1450.
Other desirable aspects of the systems, such as high trans-
verse field strength and uniformity throughout the phantoms
1350 and 1450, were achieved as well.

FIGS. 15A, 15B, 16-19, and 20 illustrate various addi-
tional embodiments incorporating various characteristics not
specifically reflected in the various simulations and proto-
types explicated above. While each embodiment discussed
below employs a particular number of helices (e.g., one,
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two, four, and so on), other numbers of helices may be
employed for each example in other embodiments.

For example, FIG. 15A is a side view of an example
quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil 1500A of
varying diameter loaded with a phantom 1550 for use in
MRI scanning. More specifically, the radius of each helix
101-104 of the antenna 1500A is reduced when progressing
from the excitation port end (e.g., the left end of the antenna
1500A) of each helix 101-104 to the free end (e.g., the left
end of the antenna 1500A). The radius may be increased in
that same direction in other embodiments, however, or even
be increased or decreased at various locations along the
helices 101-104. In another example, FIG. 15B is a side
view of an example subject-loaded quadrifilar helical-an-
tenna RF coil 1500B of varying pitch for use in MRI
scanning an subject, such as the phantom 1550. In this
particular example, the pitch decreases when progressing
from left to right, while, in other examples, the pitch may
increase in that direction, or may utilize some combination
thereof. Overall, by varying the pitch and/or radius along the
length of the helical-antenna RF coil 1500, power efficiency
and field homogeneity may be increased. In addition, delib-
erate mismatching of the helices 101-104 along their lengths
by changing the width and/or shape of the helical strips,
gradually changing the helix strip material (and thus the
electrical impedance and other properties thereof), adding
lumped impedance loads along the lengths of the helices
101-104, and/or terminating the helices 101-104 in a number
of ways, may result in better field homogeneity, better
polarization, and/or increased power being delivered to the
phantom 1550. Other aspects related to the helical-antenna
RF coil 1500, such as helix 101-104 length, the number of
helices 101-104, the position of the helices 101-104 within
the bore, and the position of the phantom 1550 with respect
to the helices 101-104 and the bore, may also be varied to
similar end.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of an example multifilar
(multi-channel) helical-antenna RF coil 1600 without back
plate for use in MRI scanning. In this specific example, helix
pairs 101 and 102 are driven by corresponding excitation
ports 111 and 112, respectively. In this arrangement, each
helix within each helix pair 101 and 102 is arranged 180
degrees apart along a circumference of the helical-antenna
RF coil 1600, and with one helix pair (e.g., helix pair 101)
arranged 90 degrees about the circumference of the helical-
antenna RF coils 1600 from the other helix pair (e.g., helix
pair 102). In some examples, the excitation ports 111 and
112 may be balanced with the aid of baluns.

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an example quadrifilar
(four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil 1700 employing a
hollow back plate 1702 similar to that shown in the example
of FIG. 10 for use in MRI scanning. Such examples may
facilitate greater access to areas of the subject 150 by
allowing portions of the subject 150 (e.g., the head of the
patient) to extend beyond both ends of the antenna 1700. In
other embodiments, the back plate 1702 may be constructed
at least partially of mesh instead of being open at the center
of the plate. In each case, other number of helices may be
employed in other embodiments. These examples may alle-
viate potential problems with solid back plates, in which
large eddy electrical currents may be created, which in turn
may translate into signal losses and spatial distortion when
the subject 150 is located close to the back plate. Also, those
eddy currents may also generate mechanical vibrations that
produce acoustic noise. Moreover, a solid back plate may
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block optical signals that may be used for visual stimulation
of the subject 150, a technique sometimes used in functional
MRI studies.

In other embodiments, a conductive plate, whether solid
or ring-like, may be eliminated with respect to helical RF
excitation antennas by using of a center-fed helical-antenna
RF coil. For example, FIG. 18 is a side view of an example
center-fed monofilar helical-antenna RF coil 1800 having a
first helix 1801 and a second helix 1802 oriented coaxially
and end-to-end. In the particular example of FIG. 18,
excitation ports 1811 and 1812 corresponding to the helices
1801 and 1802 are shown located toward the center of the
overall antenna 1800A. Such an antenna 1800 may be fed
with a balanced excitation signal, which may inform the use
of'a balun to drive both excitation ports 1811 and 1812 of the
antenna 1800. In other examples, multiple coaxially-wound
interleaved helices may be employed in place of each of the
helices 1811 and 1812 depicted in FIG. 18. In such embodi-
ments, the use of a back plate (e.g., back plate 130 in various
embodiments discussed) may be eliminated, and thus facili-
tate greater access to the bore, as well as enhanced subject
comfort. Also, such embodiments may allow longitudinal
phasing, which introduces the possibility of spatial encoding
along the longitudinal direction of the bore and the helical-
antenna RF coil 1800. In addition, the use of multiple helices
and channels may add more degrees of freedom to the
design, thus facilitating optimization for greater magnetic
field uniformity. In other examples, multiple helices may be
employed independently for parallel imaging.

Any of the embodiments of FIGS. 17 and 18 may be
further modified to create more subject-friendly MRI scan-
ning systems. For example, FIG. 19 is a perspective view of
a flexible quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
1900 for use in MRI scanning, although other numbers of
helices (e.g., one, two, eight, and so forth) may be utilized
in other examples. Using a hollow back plate 1902 (e.g.,
similar to the back plate 1702 of FIG. 17) or a helical-
antenna RF coil that does not use a back plate (e.g., the
helical-antenna RF coil 1800 of FIG. 18), the helical-
antenna RF coil 1900 may be a printable coil that is flexible
and, thus, conforms more closely to the shape of a subject,
such as the torso of a human patient. As a result of the
helical-antenna RF coil 1900 being located more closely to
the subject, the energy of the magnetic field generated by the
antenna 1900 may be more fully coupled to the subject, thus
providing for more accurate tissue imaging.

Similarly, FIG. 20 is a perspective view of an example
wearable quadrifilar (four-channel) helical-antenna RF coil
2000 for use in MRI scanning. In some examples, the
helical-antenna RF coil 2000 may be shown into a fabric
2002, such as a garment (e.g., shirt, sleeve, and so forth) that
may be worn by a subject 2050, thereby increasing the
comfort, flexibility, efficiency, and convenience of the scan-
ning process for both the subject 2050 and the operator of
the MRI scanning system.

While particular helical-antenna RF coils and associated
MRI scanning systems are discussed above, related embodi-
ments may be created using different helix diameters, helix
lengths, helix pitches, helix orientations (e.g., RCP versus
LCP), numbers of helices, bore lengths, bore diameters, and
other characteristics associated therewith. Also, the helical-
antenna RF coil embodiments described herein may be
employed as excitation coils only, detection coils only, or as
both excitation coils and detection coils. Moreover, the use
of multiple helices in at least some of the antennas discussed
above may be employed to perform parallel imaging by
simultaneously detecting data from more than one area of
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tissue concurrently, thus potentially accelerating the data
acquisition process. One or more of these modifications may
be made while retaining or more of the advantages presented
above (e.g., enhanced field uniformity, greater tissue pen-
etration, lower specific absorption rate, and/or so on) while
facilitating MRI scanning at higher primary magnetic field
strengths.

Additionally, the devices and methods for RF excitation
using a subject-loaded helical-antenna RF coil, as described
herein, are not limited to any particular field strength or
frequency. While the examples described herein employ
field strengths of 3 T, 7 T, and 10.5 T, the use of helical-
antenna RF coils in MRI/NMR systems at any other field
strength (e.g., 1.5T,4T,94 T, 11 T, 15T, 16.4 T, and 21.1
T) is also contemplated. Furthermore, helical-antenna RF
coils may be used as body RF coils (including those for
whole-body imaging), head RF coils, and RF coils for
scanning arms, hands, wrists, legs, knees, ankles, etc., and
may be applied as RF transmitters and/or receivers. Also,
such devices and methods are applicable in research, pre-
clinical, and clinical MRI/NMR systems using phantoms,
animals, and/or humans as subjects.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram of a machine in the example
form of a computer system 2100 within which instructions
2106 for causing the machine to perform any one or more of
the methodologies discussed herein may be executed by one
or more hardware processors 2102. In various embodiments,
the machine operates as a standalone device or may be
connected (e.g., networked) to other machines. In a net-
worked deployment, the machine may operate in the capac-
ity of a server or a client machine in server-client network
environment, or as a peer machine in a peer-to-peer (or
distributed) network environment. In some examples, the
machine may be a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a
tablet computer, a computing system embedded within
another device or system, or any machine capable of execut-
ing instructions 2106 (sequential or otherwise) that specify
actions to be taken by that machine. Further, while only a
single machine is illustrated, the term “machine” shall also
be taken to include any collection of machines that indi-
vidually or jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of instruc-
tions 2106 to perform any one or more of the methodologies
discussed herein, such as the computing system 410 of FIG.
4.

As depicted in FIG. 21, the example computing system
2100 may include one or more hardware processors 2102,
one or more data storage devices 2104, one or more memory
devices 2108, and/or one or more input/output devices 2110.
Each of these components may include one or more inte-
grated circuits (ICs) (including, but not limited to, FPGAs,
ASICs, and so on), as well as more discrete components,
such as transistors, resistors, capacitors, inductors, trans-
formers, and the like. Various ones of these components may
communicate with one another by way of one or more
communication buses, point-to-point communication paths,
or other communication means not explicitly depicted in
FIG. 21. Additionally, other devices or components, such as,
for example, various peripheral controllers (e.g., an input/
output controller, a memory controller, a data storage device
controller, a graphics processing unit (GPU), and so on), a
power supply, one or more ventilation fans, and an enclosure
for encompassing the various components, may be included
in the example computing system 2100, but are not explic-
itly depicted in FIG. 21 or discussed further herein.

The at least one hardware processor 2102 may include, for
example, a central processing unit (CPU), a microprocessor,
a microcontroller, and/or a digital signal processor (DSP).
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Further, one or more hardware processors 2102 may include
one or more execution cores capable of executing instruc-
tions and performing operations in parallel with each other.

The one or more data storage devices 2104 may include
any non-volatile data storage device capable of storing the
executable instructions 2106 and/or other data generated or
employed within the example computing system 2100. In
some examples, the one or more data storage devices 2104
may also include an operating system (OS) that manages the
various components of the example computing system 2100
and through which application programs or other software
may be executed. Thus, in some embodiments, the execut-
able instructions 2106 may include instructions of both
application programs and the operating system. Examples of
the data storage devices 2104 may include, but are not
limited to, magnetic disk drives, optical disk drives, solid
state drives (SSDs), flash drives, and so on, and may include
either or both removable data storage media (e.g., Compact
Disc Read-Only Memory (CD-ROM), Digital Versatile Disc
Read-Only Memory (DVD-ROM), magneto-optical disks,
flash drives, and so on) and non-removable data storage
media (e.g., internal magnetic hard disks, SSDs, and so on).

The one or more memory devices 2108 may include, in
some examples, both volatile memory (such as, for example,
dynamic random access memory (DRAM), static random
access memory (SRAM), and so on), and non-volatile
memory (e.g., read-only memory (ROM), flash memory, and
the like). In one embodiment, a ROM may be utilized to
store a basic input/output system (BIOS) to facilitate com-
munication between an operating system and the various
components of the example computing system 2100. In
some examples, DRAM and/or other rewritable memory
devices may be employed to store portions of the executable
instructions 2106, as well as data accessed via the executable
instructions 2106, at least on a temporary basis. In some
examples, one or more of the memory devices 2108 may be
located within the same integrated circuits as the one or
more hardware processors 2102 to facilitate more rapid
access to the executable instructions 2106 and/or data stored
therein.

The one or more data storage devices 2104 and/or the one
or more memory devices 2108 may be referred to as one or
more machine-readable media, which may include a single
medium or multiple media (e.g., a centralized or distributed
database, and/or associated caches and servers) that store the
one or more executable instructions 2106 or data structures.
The term “machine-readable medium” shall also be taken to
include any tangible medium that is capable of storing,
encoding, or carrying instructions 2106 for execution by the
machine and that cause the machine to perform any one or
more of the methodologies of the present invention, or that
is capable of storing, encoding, or carrying data structures
utilized by or associated with such instructions 2106.

The input/output devices 2110 may include one or more
communication interface devices 2112, human input devices
2114, human output devices 2116, and environment trans-
ducer devices 2118. The one or more communication inter-
face devices 2112 may be configured to transmit and/or
receive information between the example computing system
2100 and other machines or devices by way of one or more
wired or wireless communication networks or connections.
The information may include data that is provided as input
to, or generated as output from, the example computing
device 2100, and/or may include at least a portion of the
executable instructions 2106. Examples of such network or
connections may include, but are not limited to, Universal
Serial Bus (USB), Ethernet, Wi-Fi®, Bluetooth®, Near
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Field Communication (NFC), Long-Term Evolution (LTE),
and so on. One or more such communication interface
devices 2110 may be utilized to communicate one or more
other machines, either directly over a point-to-point com-
munication path, over a wide area network (WAN) (e.g., the
Internet), over a local area network (WAN), over a cellular
(e.g., third generation (3G) or fourth generation (4G)) net-
work, or over another communication means. Further, one or
more of one of wireless communication interface devices
2112, as well as one or more environment transducer devices
2118 described below, may employ an antenna for electro-
magnetic signal transmission and/or reception. In some
examples, an antenna may be employed to receive Global
Positioning System (GPS) data to facilitate determination of
a location of the machine or another device.

In some embodiments, the one or more human input
devices 2114 may convert a human-generated signal, such
as, for example, human voice, physical movement, physical
touch or pressure, and the like, into electrical signals as input
data for the example computing system 2100. The human
input devices 2114 may include, for example, a keyboard, a
mouse, a joystick, a camera, a microphone, a touch-sensitive
display screen (“touchscreen”), a positional sensor, an ori-
entation sensor, a gravitational sensor, an inertial sensor, an
accelerometer, and/or the like.

The human output devices 2116 may convert electrical
signals into signals that may be sensed as output by a human,
such as sound, light, and/or touch. The human output
devices 2116 may include, for example, a display monitor or
touchscreen, a speaker, a tactile and/or haptic output device,
and/or so on.

The one or more environment transducer devices 2118
may include a device that converts one form of energy or
signal into another, such as from an electrical signal gener-
ated within the example computing system 2100 to another
type of signal, and/or vice-versa. Further, the transducers
2118 may be incorporated within the computing system
2100, as illustrated in FIG. 21, or may be coupled thereto in
a wired or wireless manner. In some embodiments, one or
more environment transducer devices 2118 may sense char-
acteristics or aspects of an environment local to or remote
from the example computing device 2100, such as, for
example, light, sound, temperature, pressure, magnetic field,
electric field, chemical properties, physical movement, ori-
entation, acceleration, gravity, and so on. Further, in some
embodiments, one or more environment transducer devices
2118 may generate signals to impose some effect on the
environment either local to or remote from the example
computing device 2100, such as, for example, physical
movement of some object (e.g., a mechanical actuator),
heating or cooling of a substance, adding a chemical sub-
stance to a substance, and so on.

Those skilled in the art will understand and appreciate that
various modifications not explicitly described above may be
made to the present disclosure and still remain within the
scope of the present invention.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, persons skilled in the
art will recognize that changes may be made in form and
detail without departing from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:
1. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scanning system
comprising:
a structure defining a bore within which a subject is to be
positioned for scanning, the bore defining a longitudi-
nal axis;
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a magnet to generate a primary magnetic field within the
bore parallel to the longitudinal axis;

a helical-antenna radio-frequency (RF) coil oriented
along the longitudinal axis to at least partially surround
the subject when the subject is positioned within the
bore for scanning;

a conductive plate coupled to a first end of the helical-
antenna RF coil;

an RF signal generator to drive the helical-antenna RF
coil at the first end to generate a circularly polarized
(CP) RF magnetic field perpendicular to the longitudi-
nal axis;

an RF detector to detect a response signal generated by
tissues of the subject in response to the CP RF magnetic
field; and

a computing system to create an image of the tissues of
the subject based on the detected response signal.

2. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, wherein the RF
detector detects the response signal via the helical-antenna
RF coil.

3. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the traveling-
wave magnetic field comprising a right-hand CP magnetic
field.

4. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, wherein the
conductive plate spans at least a width of the helical-antenna
RF coil.

5. The MRI scanning system of claim 4, further compris-
ing an excitation port coupling the conductive plate with the
first end of the helical-antenna RF coil, the RF signal
generator to drive the helical-antenna RF coil via the exci-
tation port.

6. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, wherein the
conductive plate is a conductive ring coupled to a first end
of the helical-antenna RF coil, the conductive ring compris-
ing an inner diameter less than a diameter of the helical-
antenna RF coil and an outer diameter greater than the
diameter of the helical-antenna RF coil.

7. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising a monofilar helical-antenna RF
coil, the RF signal generator to drive the helical-antenna RF
coil with a time-varying voltage.

8. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising a bifilar helical-antenna RF coil,
the bifilar helical-antenna RF coil comprising a first helix
and a second helix, the first and second helices being
interleaved, the RF signal generator to drive the first helix
and the second helix with corresponding time-varying volt-
ages in counter-phase.

9. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising a quadrifilar helical-antenna RF
coil, the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil comprising a
first helix, a second helix, a third helix, and a fourth helix,
the first, second, third, and fourth helices being interleaved,
the RF signal generator to drive the first, second, third, and
fourth helices with corresponding time-varying voltages in
quadrature.

10. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising an octafilar helical-antenna RF
coil, the octafilar helical-antenna RF coil comprising a first
helix, a second helix, a third helix, a fourth helix, a fifth
helix, a sixth helix, a seventh helix, and an eighth helix, the
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth
helices being interleaved, the RF signal generator to drive
the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and
eighth helices with corresponding time-varying voltages in
octature.
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11. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising a varying diameter along the
longitudinal axis, the RF signal generator to drive the
helical-antenna RF coil at an end of the helical-antenna RF
coil.

12. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising a varying pitch along the
longitudinal axis, the RF signal generator to drive the
helical-antenna RF coil at an end of the helical-antenna RF
coil.

13. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising a quadrifilar helical-antenna RF
coil, the quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil comprising a
first helix, a second helix, a third helix, and a fourth helix,
the first, second, third, and fourth helices being interleaved,
the RF signal generator to drive an end of the first helix and
an end of the third helix using a first time-varying voltage,
and the RF signal generator to drive an end of the second
helix and an end of the fourth helix using a second time-
varying voltage in quadrature to the first time-varying volt-
age.

14. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil defining a non-circular cross-section at least
at one point along a length of the helical-antenna RF coil.

15. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising:

a first helix extending from a central area of the helical-
antenna RF coil toward a first end of the helical-
antenna RF coil; and

a second helix extending from the central area of the
helical-antenna RF coil toward a second end of the
helical-antenna RF coil, the RF signal generator to
drive the first helix and the second helix at the central
area of the helical-antenna RF coil.

16. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil being flexible for wrapping around the
subject.

17. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil being printable for use within a fabric to be
worn by the subject.

18. The MRI scanning system of claim 1, the helical-
antenna RF coil comprising N coaxially-wound interleaved
helices, the RF signal generator to drive each of the N
helices with a corresponding voltage of (360/N)-degree
phase increment in azimuthal order against a common
conductive back plate.

19. A method of MRI scanning, the method comprising:

driving a magnet coil to create a primary magnetic field
within a bore of an MRI scanning system along a
longitudinal axis of the bore;

driving a helical-antenna radio-frequency (RF) coil ori-
ented along the bore with an RF signal to generate a
circularly polarized (CP) RF magnetic field perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis;

detecting a response signal generated by tissues of a
subject at least partially positioned in a volume defined
by the helical-antenna RF coil in response to the CP RF
magnetic field; and
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creating an image of the tissues of the subject based on the
detected response signal.

20. The method of claim 19, the helical-antenna RF coil
comprising a monofilar helical-antenna RF coil, the RF
signal comprising a time-varying voltage.

21. The method of claim 19, the helical-antenna RF coil
comprising a bifilar helical-antenna RF coil, the bifilar
helical-antenna RF coil comprising a first helix and a second
helix, the first and second helices being interleaved, the
driving of the helical-antenna RF coil comprising driving the
first helix and the second helix with corresponding time-
varying voltages in counter-phase.

22. The method of claim 19, the helical-antenna RF coil
comprising a quadrifilar helical-antenna RF coil, the quadri-
filar helical-antenna RF coil comprising a first helix, a
second helix, a third helix, and a fourth helix, the first,
second, third, and fourth helices being interleaved, the
driving of the helical-antenna RF coil comprising driving the
first, second, third, and fourth helices with corresponding
time-varying voltages in quadrature.

23. The method of claim 19, the helical-antenna RF coil
comprising an octafilar helical-antenna RF coil, the octafilar
helical-antenna RF coil comprising a first helix, a second
helix, a third helix, a fourth helix, a fifth helix, a sixth helix,
a seventh helix, and an eighth helix, the first, second, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth helices being inter-
leaved, the driving of the helical-antenna RF coil comprising
driving the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,
and eighth helices with corresponding time-varying voltages
in octature.

24. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scanning sys-
tem comprising:
a structure defining a bore within which a subject is to be
positioned for scanning, the bore defining a longitudi-
nal axis;

a magnet to generate a primary magnetic field within the
bore parallel to the longitudinal axis;

a helical-antenna radio-frequency (RF) coil oriented
along the longitudinal axis to surround the subject
when the subject is positioned within the bore for
scanning, the helical-antenna RF coil comprising a
plurality of interleaved helices;

a conductive plate coupled to a first end of the helical-
antenna RF coil;

an RF signal generator to drive each of the plurality of
helices at the first end to generate a circularly-polarized
(CP) RF magnetic field perpendicular to the longitudi-
nal axis within the bore;

an RF detector to detect a response signal generated by
tissues of the subject in response to the CP RF magnetic
field; and

a computing system to create an image of the tissues of
the subject based on the detected response signal.
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